THE VIRTUES OF
THE ORATOR CATO

GRAMMAR ASSUMED:

Comparison of Adjectives; ’
Declension of Comparatives; Ablative of Comparison

WHEELOCK: CHAPTER 26

In this excerpt from the Brutus Cicero laments that the orators of his day
show no interest in studying the “old-fashioned” works of Cato, a Roman
orator from the preceding century, yet are eager to imitate the style of Greek
orators from even earlier centuries.

Catonem vérd quis nostrorum oratorum, quf nunc su.nt_,
legit? aut quis eum no6vit? At quem virum, di bom} MltEO
civem aut senatorem aut imperatdrem; oratorem enim hoc
locd quaerimus; quis in laudando est grat_rior 5116? ac'f:r_l:zior
5 in vituperandG? in sententils sapientior? in c-on_firfnflt.l?n'e
subtilior? Omnes oratoriae virtiités in clarissimis orationi-
bus eius invenientur. lam vérd quem florem aut quem lacem
éloquentiae Originés eius non habent? o
Ciir igitur Lysias et Hyperidés amantur dum ignora-
10 tur Cat5? Antiquior est huius sermd et quaedam h?rflc_hora
verba. Ita enim tum loquébantur. Scid hunc Oratdorem
nondum esse satis politum et a/_li’iquid‘perfec:tius quaeren-
dum esse. Nihil enim est simul et inventum et perfec.:tunj.
Sed ea in nostris Inscitia est, quod hi ipsi qui in 11_tteris
15 Graecis antiquitate délegrtantur, hanc in _Cf:1t6ne_ né ncz-
vérunt quidem. Hyperidae volunt esse et Lysiae; eds lauds,
sed ciir nolunt Catonés (esse)?
—adapted from Cicero, Brutus 65—70
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VOCABULARY:

Cato, -onis, m.: famous Roman orator & statesman, lived 234-149 s.c.
verd (adverb): in truth, indeed

nodsco, -ere, novi, ndétus: to become acquainted with; (in perfect tense)
know

quem virum: accusative of exclamation

mittd: I omit, pass over, do not mention
senator, -toris, m.: senator

in laudandé: in praising (laudanda is a gerund)

vituperd (1): to blame, censure; in vituperandd = in blaming (vitupe- 5
- randé is a gerund)

confirmatid, -onis, £.: a verifying of facts, an adducing of proofs
subtilis, -e: fine, thin, precise

oratorius, -a, ~-um: oratorical

0ratio, -onis, f.: speech

iam vero: furthermore

flos, floris, m.: flower, blossom ;

Origines: Origins, title of a history of Rome written by Cato

Lysias (pl. = Lysiae), Hyperidés (pl. = Hyperidae): famous Athenian
orators from the 5th & 4th centuries s.c., respectively
ignord (1): to ignore, not know, not acknowledge

sermo, ~-onis, m.: conversation, talk 10
horridus, -a, -um: shaggy, rough, unpolished
ita (adverb): in such a way, thus, so

loquor, loqui, lociitus sum (deponent verb): to speak (tr&nslate
actively even though it is passive in form)

nondum (adverb): not yet

politus, -a, -um: polished, refined

simul (adverb): at the same time

inscitia, -ae, f.: ignorance

quod: the fact that (quod clause explains ea ... inscitia)

antiquitas, -tatis, f. ancientness, primitive simplicity 15
né ... quidem: not even

volg, velle, volui: to want, wish

nolo, nélle, nolui: to not want, not wish, refuse



